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important?
A. This group of attorneys that make up the

RIAT represent some of the best of the entire
profession. O Teasea Lo increase member-

for the advancement of the whole is ab-
solutely amazing,

Icontinue o be o impressed at how peo-
ple...can think so much of other people and
the common good. | feel o privileged to par-
ticipate i this group. I really remarkable.

ship i to ensure that other people BRaFare T~ —— -

those practices can take advantage of this in-
credible wealth of experience among the
members.

Another reason is o provide support to
people who are engaged in practices where
they may not have readily available col
leagues. And then | think another reason is
so that the association isa closer representa-
tion of the bar as a whole. The more mem-
bers we have, the more we will really repre-
sent the needs and interest and perspectives
of the plaintiff bar

Q. Which RIA] program do you think needs
strengthening?

A One of my goals isto begin the practice of
more social events. We plan to launch a cou-
ple of social events, in addition to our annual
reception, so that we can bring in potential
new members and allow members to talk to
each other.

Q. Whatlessons from your own practice do
you bring to this position?

A My experience realizing both how hard it
is o represent people who are in tough
straits against the powers that be and how
rewarding that i gives me an understanding,
Thope,as to why the other members of the
association do what they do.

“The other part of my experience that
made me look forward to taking this posi-
tion is my experience with the association it-
self. [rial lawyers by nature have to be driv-
en; they have to have a dose of hubris and
think pretty highly of what they can do. That
a group of people like that can work together

QI the current econamic crisis, what are the
challenges that fucetrial lawyers?

A. Clearly there are going 0 be more people
in need. And people in need require repre-
sentation in greater numbers, Trial attorneys
are going to continue to have a role of pro-
tecting people in need against interests that
are larger than themselves.

‘Another part of their role is, by vrtue of
that,to expose the way that arger inerests
can take advantage of individuals Litigation
itself can offen expose that,and I think that
s even more important at a time when the
gap between the haves and the have-niots is
turning into. huge chasm.

A challenge for tria attorneys is that
they're businesspeople. Ina climate where
eredit s really hard to get, and you need to
provide health insurance for yourself and
your family,you wan to provide it for your
employees, oo That is a huge challenge, We
don' have amagic bullet to solve that prob-
Iem, but RIAJ and the American Association
for Justice do  lot of lobbying to help the
circumstances for people ke us.

Q. Are there any opportunitis in the declining.
economy for lawyers?

A1 think that a larger insitutions like hos-
pital, nursing homes and banks contract,
there’sa isk tha they wonlt honor their obli-
gations under the law: And I think thats ac-
tually an opportunity for tria lawyers be-
cause, potentially, there are people there yho
need protection against these larger entiies.
[Trial lwyers should] really be prepared to
develop an understanding of what those ob-
ligations are. (]
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Providence lawyer to preside over ‘remarkable’ RIAJ

Miriam Weizenbaum,  tia ator-
ey at DeLuca & Weizenbaum in
Providence where she specilizes in
medical neglgence and catastrophic
injury cases,was clcted president of
{he Rhode Island Association for
Justic last month. Lawyers Weeklys
Juli Reischelrecenty spoke with
Wetzenbaum sbout her phansfor her
term in offce

Q. Wihat are your goals for the com.

A This organization is made up of
these amazingly committed, smart,
hard working attarneys who, every

day,are working to protect the rights
of Rhode Istanders. My goal really
frow out of that

One huge goal i o ensure that
the quaity of advocacy continues to
remain ashigh as it s among the
people who are representing the in-
jured in this stte — by creating a
‘mentoring program, which weve
just implemeneds by increasing
memberships by working to pass
legisiation that ensures accessto the
courts for people who are injured or
treated unfairly

And also social events o that
these people who work so incredibly
hard can fake advantage of spending
time with theie colleagues

Q. Can you caborate on the mentor-
ing program?

A 16sbrand-new we justlaunched a
pilot version of the progeam this
month.In talking to.2 number of
judges and looking at the member
ship, we identified aneed o make
ot new rial attorneys and alsa
up-and-coming sl atorneys com
forable and confident with the rial
process.

And really the best vy o do that,
and the vay that many of s have
learned,is by working with an expe-
ienced attorney wherethe rubber
meets the oad, Whether it a hear
ing o arbitraton or  tia o a dep-

osition — thats an indispensible
way tolearn.

‘We've made the program avail-
sble 0 about 20 stadents at Roger
Williams Law School. A dozen ex
perienced attomeys have sgreed to
Volunteer their time o have & stu-
dent shadow them to different
Kinds of proceedings We have it
setup through our websit for the
students to be abe to identify a1~
torneys that are working in areas
that they're interested in.1do
know that some students are at
tendinga rialas we speak

Q. Wity is membership in the RIA] so
Continued on page 15




